Dear Excellence in Education,

I am writing to respectfully request funding to purchase two classroom sets of the novel The
Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins for the 6th-grade classrooms. The goal is to foster a lifelong
love of reading in our students by introducing them to a highly engaging, thought-provoking, and
widely celebrated piece of young adult literature.

Middle school is a critical time for developing reading identity. Many students begin to
disengage from reading during these years, often due to a lack of access to texts that truly capture
their interest and imagination. The Hunger Games offers a powerful opportunity to re-engage
reluctant readers while challenging enthusiastic readers with rich themes and complex characters.

This novel is particularly effective for several reasons:

e High Engagement and Accessibility: The fast-paced plot and relatable protagonist,
Katniss Everdeen, immediately draw students in. The accessible language and compelling
narrative structure make it appropriate for a wide range of reading levels within a
6th-grade classroom.

e Promotes Critical Thinking: The story explores important themes such as courage,
resilience, ethics, social inequality, and the consequences of power. These themes
naturally lend themselves to meaningful classroom discussions, helping students develop
critical thinking and analytical skills.

e Encourages Empathy and Perspective-Taking: Students are invited to consider
complex moral dilemmas and to see the world through perspectives different from their
own. This supports social-emotional learning and helps build empathy.

e Cultural Relevance and Motivation: As a widely recognized and popular novel, The
Hunger Games connects reading to broader cultural conversations. Students are often
excited to read a book they have heard about, which increases motivation and
participation.

e Supports Literacy Development: Through guided reading, discussion, and writing
activities, students will strengthen comprehension, vocabulary, and communication skills.
The novel also provides opportunities for cross-curricular connections, including social
studies and ethics.

By providing two full class sets, we will be able to ensure equitable access for all students,
allowing us to read, annotate, and discuss the novel together as a learning community for many
years to come. I was able to obtain a extensive unit for this book from a teacher who previously
taught this with great success at the 6th-grade level. Another benefit of having two class sets is
that these books can be shared with the entire middle school.



Ultimately, this grant will not only place books in students’ hands but will also help ignite
curiosity, imagination, and a genuine love of reading that can extend far beyond the classroom.

Thank you for considering this request and for your support of student literacy and engagement.

Warm regards,

Sara Sperry

North Tahoe School
ssperry(@ttusd.org
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Options: 20 languages, 9 formats

4.7 JhckAArv (104.2K)

Paperback Ages: 10 years and up
$C74 "It means thanks, it means admiration, it means good-bye to someone you love."
6 List: $14:99 Highlighted by 18,704 Kindle readers

You Earn: 11 pts
55% savings included for business

FREE delivery Mon, Mar 30 for Prime
members
Add to cart
More Buying Choices
$1.37 (35+ used & new offers)
COLLINS Kindle
$999
You Earn: 30 pts
Available instantly

Audiobook

$Ooo s8.05

Free with Audible trial
Available instantly

Pre-tax total- $404.40
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